The Ants Go Marching: Optional Teaching Ideas

Mathematics Options:

· Repeat the activity using a different number of "ants". Ask students, "How does making the total number of ants a smaller number change the number of ants in each line? What will happen to the size of the lines if the total number of ants is greater?"

· Students estimate the number of "ants" in each line before counting and organizing the actual number.

· As students become more comfortable with the language involved with multiplication and division they might estimate the number of ants in each line, organize their manipulatives, say and write their ideas.

Arts Education Options:

· Students use tempera or finger paint to create the picnic scene. 

· "Ants" are added using black paint on finger tips. Cotton swabs can also be used to paint the ants into rows.

· Students separate their paintings into four or six sections. They choose a total number of ants (you may wish to give them some options that will divide evenly depending on the level of your students) and show the progression of making more and more lines.

Language Arts Options:

· This artwork might then have an attached story using the pattern provided by Pinczes.

· Students retell the story using the groups they have created. The class may put together a template for other students to follow leaving blanks for the numbers used by individual students.

Kinesthetic Option:

· Students act out a modified version of A Remainder of One making the dividend equal to the number of students in the class.
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