Grandfather Tang’s Story:  Student Task Cards

Each student needs:

· one tangram set (all seven pieces)

· pencil and paper to trace ideas

Task #1

With edges touching use the tangram pieces to make one or more four sided figures using...

· one piece

· two pieces

· three pieces

· four pieces

· five pieces

· six pieces

· seven pieces

Choose the four sided figure that was the most difficult to make and trace it on to a piece of paper. Why was this one the most difficult figure for you to make? Record your answer next to the traced shape. Title this paper TASK #1 and put your name and the date on the paper.
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Task #2

With edges touching how many different four sided figures can be made using...

· one piece?

· two pieces?

· three pieces?

Repeat these steps by making five sided figures and six sided figures. Choose either the four, five or six sided figures and trace these on to a different piece of paper. Title this paper TASK #2 and put your name and the date on the paper.
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Task #3

Use three pieces and edges touching to create...

· a six sided figure

· a seven sided figure

· an eight sided figure

Make and trace the figure with the fewest number of sides that can be made with three tans. Use a new piece of paper and title it TASK #3 and put your name and date on the sheet.

Make and trace the figure with the most number of sides that can be made with three tans. Continue on the same sheet of paper.

Is it possible using three tan pieces to make a figure with the number of sides in the double digits? If so, trace it and record the number of sides made. Continue on the same sheet of paper.
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